Event to announce the SFEE Disclosure Code
KEY POINTS OF ADDRESSES AND SPEECHES
Konstantinos Frouzis, President of SFEE (Opening Address)

“Our country is still in crisis. It is our duty to help it out, by continuous initiatives for reform and modernisation. It is in this context that we have taken this initiative. This is the only way if we want to contribute to the credibility and transparency that our country badly needs. By this new initiative, we aim to bring to the surface the healthy relationships between pharmaceutical companies and healthcare professionals, making them more transparent and therefore more easily understood by patients, healthcare stakeholders and of course the public at large. As SFEE’s President noted, “This new code will make a positive contribution to the overall effort that our country is making to get back on a path of growth. We pledge to step up our efforts to support the ongoing education and training of the scientific community with a view to improving the quality of treatment, research and care in general. Today, the SFEE Disclosure Code is ushering in a new era”. 

Markos Gerasopoulos, Chairman of SFEE’s Ethics and Transparency Committee (Presentation)
“The success of this initiative that is aimed at maximum transparency will crucially hinge upon the partnership and close collaboration between pharmaceutical companies and healthcare professionals in order to enhance transparency and public confidence of opinion in this partnership”.
Marie-Claire Pickaert, Deputy Director General of EFPIA (Speech)

“The pharmaceutical industry is a valuable asset to Europe in many ways: but mistrust in the industry still remains a hurdle to its realising its full potential to drive health and growth for Europe. The EFPIA Disclosure Code is one of many initiatives to address this. EFPIA believes that interactions between the pharmaceutical industry and healthcare professionals have a profound and positive influence on the quality of patient treatment and the value of future research. At the same time, EFPIA recognises that such interactions can create the potential for conflicts of interest. EFPIA and its member associations and companies have adopted codes to ensure that these interactions meet the high standards of integrity that patients, governments and other stakeholders expect”.
Makis Voridis, Minister of Health (Address)

“The relations between pharmaceutical companies and physicians have for a long time been opaque; this left them open to criticism which could not be evaluated in an organised manner. Against this background, I welcome the initiative of SFEE. Indeed, the Disclosure Code announced today ensures transparency in the interactions between health professionals and companies. Our role as government is to legislate the mandatory disclosure of information concerning the relations between health professionals and the industry. In this context, we are promoting legislative action that will impose on both parties the requirement to disclose such information. We are giving it a lot of thought. We understand the private interest, but the public interest requires that the patients should know this information so that they can assess the objectivity of the medical advice they receive. With greater transparency in the relations of physicians and companies, the credibility of both sides will increasingly be restored”.
Dimitris Lintzeris, President of the National Organisation of Medicines (EOF) (Address)
“As a public servant, I definitely welcome SFEE’s initiative to introduce into Greece the rules of ethics and disclosure that according to EFPIA should prevail across Europe. The key motto “transparency in action” is very apt, only allow me to add that emphasis should be less on “transparency” and more on “action”. 
Stavros Evangelatos, Inspector General of Health (Address)
“In recent years, the pharmaceutical industry has taken many steps towards self-regulation, preparing and committing itself to a consistent and strict Code of Ethics. Now with the Disclosure Code it enhances further the transparency of its relations with health professionals. We believe that the implementation of the Disclosure Code is definitely a major step in the right direction. As Inspectorate of Health and Welfare Services, we believe that the Disclosure Code can help our job too and shed more light to the relations between the pharmaceutical industry and health professionals which is for us a focus of attention”. 
Μichael Vlastarakos, President of the Panhellenic Medical Association (Address)

“This is an important initiative, as the medical world both by its presence here and by its active support expresses its positive response to such initiatives that are aimed at transparency in action. We want to safeguard the reputation, decency and ethics of health professionals and you will play a decisive role in building public confidence which should be high, so that health care professionals can do their job undistracted. I welcome the effort you are making, but the disclosure of data should be made in such a way as to avoid misconceptions and misunderstandings which would ultimately harm the trust that health care professionals should enjoy”. 
Konstantinos Lourantos, President of the Panhellenic Pharmaceutical Association (Address)

“We should not only be honest, we should also seem so. This is what this endeavour is all about. Essentially, the private sector now bears the brunt of the country’s failures and pays for the damages caused by the public sector. This is the truth. The pharmaceutical industry in only a very small part belongs to the public sector; this is the case in foreign countries, but in Greece it belongs to the private sector. It is one of the stakeholders of public health, with the other stakeholders being all of us: pharmacists, physicians, scientists, and of course this endeavour relies on cooperation, which must be out in the open and must be transparent. This is how things are. This is how we should act”. 
Giorgos Patoulis, President of the Athens Medical Association (Address)

“The introduction of rules such as the Disclosure Code is an opportunity to dispel the shadows over the relations between physicians and pharmaceutical companies and establish a framework of transparency. The medical community is in favour of transparency, rules and control, so as to eliminate the scope for any shadows. We believe that the Disclosure Code is an important step forward, a very important step and in the right direction. We at the Athens Medical Association look forward to a fruitful cooperation with all government agencies, with the ministry, with you. We will be here and ready to contribute to the best interest of our country”.
Athanasios Exadaktylos, President of the Medical Association of Thessaloniki (Address)

“The Disclosure Code clearly has everyone’s support and clearly is a step in the right direction that will be supported by all of us. However, it also has a slight Achilles’ heel, which is voluntary engagement. There are two ways to address this: One way is to impose such engagement somehow, perhaps by legislation, which is the bad way. The other way is through persuasion, for which maybe there is not enough time but we are surely in favour of this option, and for this reason I believe that the Panhellenic Medical Association should follow suit after the Association of Greek Pharmaceutical Industries and explain to physicians the benefits of their personal engagement”. 
Hara Spiliopoulou, Deputy President of the Medical School of Athens (Address)

“The interaction between the pharmaceutical industry and healthcare professionals has a crucial impact on the quality of patient treatment and the value of clinical research. Cooperation between physicians and pharmaceutical manufacturers is definitely the driving force behind the advances of medical science. Any effort that aims to enhance the integrity of this relationship represents one step towards building mutual trust between the pharmaceutical industry, the medical community and the Greek and European society”. 
