 Athens, May 23, 2013

PRESS RELEASE
The Alternate Minister of Health Mr Marios Salmas, the Vice President of EOF Mr Panayotis Vassilakis and the Vice President of EOF Mrs Maria Skouroliakou, presented today the new authenticity stickers of medicines.

The specific system excludes any form of falsification of the sticker, since it has been made using the watermark method as paper money.  The inspection for the authenticity of the stickers will be conducted with the use of a special machine of the National Organisation for Medicines.

In addition, each package will bear a unitary number which cannot be erased, as happened in the past.

The Alternate Minister of Health Mr Marios Salmas proceeded with the following statement:

With regard to the safety and protection of the health of Greek citizens, we proceed today with the change of the authenticity stickers of medicines. In this manner, we ensure that no theft will be possible in the medicines distribution system with forged authenticity stickers and that the patients will be supplied with genuine medicines. This effort produces in whole, hundreds of millions from the policy we apply. Part of the said gains will be returned to Greek people in the near future. 
The Vice President of the National Organisation for Medicines Mr Panayotis Vassilakis stated:

The reason this improvements are constantly announced and you see them being disclosed to the public so quickly is, I would say, the character of the Alternate Minister of Heath Mr Salmas, who shows a particular interest and is able to understand quite enough the technical matters exposed by our organisation. This is certainly an issue of temperament and character and I believe that this is one of the matters a person must comprehend, regardless if it deals with politics, in the sense of our everyday life.
The Vice President of the National Organisation for Medicines, Mrs Maria Skouroliakou pointed out that:

A huge work has been performed in EOF under the supervision and guidance of the Ministry, so that the medicine produced, will be deemed both in Greece and abroad, that it was properly produced. In addition, inspection activities are conducted, so that the Greek taxpayer knows the whereabouts of the amounts he/she pays, since, as you know, EOF is also a State Service. On the other hand, inspections are constantly intensified.
