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 “The power of Together” #ΗDynamiTouMazi
Astra Zeneca’s message in the fight against SARS-CoV-2  
Living up to its values and showcasing “The power of Together” as its core message, AstraZeneca biopharmaceuticals is taking dynamic initiatives both in Greece and on a global level by joining the fight against Sars-Cov-2 and contributing to this effort. The company sets as a priority to ensure the health of its employees and the constant supply of its medicines to the patients, as well as to provide support to the scientific and the healthcare community. 

Focusing on patients
Our priority is to ensure both the continued supply of our medicines and their safety, quality and efficacy, thus enabling each patient to have access to necessary treatment, regardless of the circumstances. Moreover, we accelerate the development of diagnostics and we work collaboratively with governments in the implementation of existing screening programs in order to expand the capacity of testing systems. Our R&D teams work to identify monoclonal antibodies and to assess their use as a possible treatment of COVID-19 disease in clinical trials. We also team up with Oxford University to develop a vaccine against SARS-CoV-2, aiming at its large-scale manufacturing and distribution. Finally, we investigate how various of our medicines, already approved for the treatment of other diseases, might be used as possible treatments of COVID-19.
Focusing on ensuring the uninterrupted access of our oncology patients to medicines and treatments, we are launching a direct delivery service that will ensure delivery of medicines directly to a patient’s home on early May. We also support online training seminars implemented in collaboration with the Hellenic Patients’ Association and the “Alma Zois” patient association. At the same time, we understand patients’ need for communication and we wish to meaningfully contribute to the improvement of this new way of life dictated by the COVID-19 pandemic; to this end, we support the use of webinars that teach basic use of common information and communication platforms.
Scientific and healthcare community 

Acknowledging the extraordinary struggle of the healthcare personnel, we send them our deep gratitude for their courageous efforts. Responding to the need of first-line medical professionals for continuous update, we have also organized global live webcasts where top experts and members of the global scientific community shared and talked about latest scientific developments regarding the spread of COVID-19 and the clinical experience in the treatment of patients. More than 69,000 healthcare professionals of various medical specialties in 152 countries joined these webcasts, along with more than 1,100 medical professionals from Greece. 
In line with this philosophy, AstraZeneca donated 9 million face masks to support healthcare workers around the world. In Greece, we joined a national joint effort launched by SFEE (Hellenic Association of Pharmaceutical Companies) aiming at dealing with the rapid spread of COVID-19 disease and the increased hospital demand, by offering 4,000 FFP2 masks and 10 ICU vital signs monitors to the Ministry of Health.
Our employees
To ensure health and safety for our employees, we implement measures to reduce the risk of the SARS-CoV-2 spread and transmission. The majority of our workforce works from home (teleworking). At the same time, employees placed in departments with a crucial role in the distribution of medicines, keep working in the distribution areas by taking all necessary precautions during this critical period. 
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