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European Immunization Week 24-30 April 2025

"Vaccinations ensure prosperity for all”

Athens, 28 April 2025.- The European Immunization Week (24-30 April 2025) provides every year
the opportunity for all countries to highlight the invaluable value of vaccination programmes in
eliminating life-threatening diseases, improving quality of life and offer significant savings to
health systems.

Vaccinations have been documented to protect health, well-being and productivity when
applied consistently and with coherence.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), since 1974, vaccinations have saved at least
154 million lives.! In particular, 6 lives per minute, every day, for five decades. In addition, they
offer significant savings to health systems as they return multiple times the original investment
value.

In Greece, a recent study shows that the proper implementation of the Children-Adolescent
vaccination program can avert on an annual basis almost 289,000 cases, 266 deaths and the loss
of 7,470 years of life. In addition, its implementation was associated with annual savings of almost
€213 million. Specifically, for every €1 invested in the pediatric LTD, €3.11 is saved in terms of
direct costs and €8.67 in terms of total costs®.

There are also significant benefits to vaccinating adults. According to data from the Office of
Health Economics Report, vaccination against influenza, pneumococcus, shingles and RSV can
return to society up to nineteen times their initial investment. This equates to savings of up to
$4,637 after a full vaccination of an adult®. Also, vaccinations offer invaluable protection against
antimicrobial resistance®, in which Greece ranks among the countries facing a very acute
problem>®

The invaluable contribution of vaccines has been highlighted in the recent public health crisis due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, post-pandemic vaccination fatigue has led to a significant
lag in vaccination coverage, which poses a significant risk of recurrence of "forgotten” diseases. It
is worth mentioning the recent outbreaks of measles and whooping cough in many European
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countries’ and in Greece®. At the same time, the major challenges facing humanity such as climate
change, migration, war conflicts indicate the necessity of cooperation at international and
European level in terms of epidemiological surveillance.

The evolution of the vaccine sector creates new milestones as vaccines, in addition to
strengthening the immune system and the consequent prevention of life-threatening diseases,
also acquire a therapeutic character through the personalized combined approach of treatment
and vaccination, in serious diseases such as cancer®.

Vaccination is a key pillar of Health Policy and healthy living, as it is a companion throughout our
lives. The development, implementation and sustainability of vaccination programs are an
investment in people and society. Greece has one of the most up-to-date vaccination programs
that addresses the entire age range of the population.

However, collective efforts and long-term alliances are needed to:

e the institutionalization of official vaccination targets per disease, which will reflect
the faith and commitment of the State itself towards the value of the Vaccination
Programs, while inspiring confidence in its Citizens, while acting as a guide for the Health
Professionals who are called upon to implement the recommendations,

e the continuous information and awareness of the population on the value of
vaccination

e the consistent registration of vaccinations through the Vaccination Registries of
Children, Adolescents and Adults

e the creation of an adequate budget for vaccines, which will be updated in line with the
health needs of the population and technological developments.

We must, in the face of the society we all live in and the next generations that will follow,
cooperate with a vision and a plan, in order to preserve the achievements of vaccines for the
well-being of all of us. With the cooperation of all parties involved, it is possible to develop a
strategic national plan to strengthen vaccination in our country.
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